
Page 1Page 1   

2020-2021 Catalog

A Ministry of The First Missionary Baptist 
Church of Fresno, California



Page 2Page 2 Page 3 Page 3 

CATEGORY     PAGE#
2020-2021 Calendar         3
2020-2021 Schedule         4-5
History            6
Message from The President       7
Message from The Pastor                 8
Doctrinal Statement         9-111
Mission Statement         12
Sponsoring Church         13-14
Financial Information        15-16
Academic Information        17-18
Code of Conduct          19
Attendance Policy         20
Chapel & Seminars         21
Grading System          22-24
Curriculum Information        25
Degree Progams          26-30
Degree Requirements         31
Degree Plans           32-35
Course Descriptions         36-45
Admin/Faculty          46-47

CONTENTSCONTENTS



Page 2Page 2 Page 3 Page 3 

September 1st, 2020-----------------------------------------Opening Day
 
September 8th, 2020----------------------------------------First Day of Class
 
September 22nd, 2020--------------------------------------Last Day of     
                 Registration
 
October 19th-21st, 2020------------------------------------Hume Lake (no class)
 
November 9th, 2020-----------------------------------------Observance of     
                 Veteran’s Day (no class)
 
December 9th, 2020-----------------------------------------Last Day of Classes
 
December 15th, 2020- January 3rd, 2021-------------Winter Break
 
January 4th, 2021--------------------------------------------Classes Resume 
 
January 12th, 2021-------------------------------------------Fall Semester Ends 
 
January 18th, 2021-------------------------------------------Registration-Spring    
                 Semester
 
January 18th, 2021-------------------------------------------Spring Semester     
                 Begins

January 25th-27th, 2021------------------------------------On Campus Seminar 

January 26th, 2021-------------------------------------------Last Day to Turn in    
                 Thesis Outline
 
February 9th, 2021-------------------------------------------Last Day Thesis      
                 Outline Approval
 
February 15th, 2021------------------------------------------Presidents’ Day (no class)
 
March 30th- April 1st, 2021--------------------------------State Association (no class)
 
April 20th, 2021-----------------------------------------------Last Day to Turn in   
                  Completed Thesis
 
May 7th, 2021--------------------------------------------------School Closing

2020-2021 CALENDAR2020-2021 CALENDAR
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2020-2021 SCHEDULE2020-2021 SCHEDULE
      

 CLASS NAME       INSTRUCTOR               TIME
      
First Year:      
      
Fundamentals of Speech        Cervantes   7:00-8:20
Bible Analysis         Lopiccolo   8:25-9:45
Ministerial Practicalities        Brown   9:50-11:10
New Testament Survey        Lopiccolo   12:45-2:05
Evangelism          Dornan   2:10-3:30
Basic English Grammar        Irizarry   3:35-4:55
      
Second Year:      
      
Apologetics          Lopiccolo   7:00-8:20
Homiletics          Cervantes   8:25-9:45
Ancient History         Lopiccolo   9:50-11:10
Old Testament Survey        Brown   12:45-2:05
English Grammar         Irizarry   2:10-3:30
Beginning Greek Grammar        M. Butimore               3:35-4:55
      
Third Year:      
      
Beginning Hebrew Grammar     Petree   7:00-8:20
Advanced Greek Grammar        M. Butimore  8:25-9:45
General Epistles         Lewis   9:50-11:10
Baptist History         Crouch   12:45-2:05
Christian Counseling        Bailey   2:10-3:30
Mission Development        Dornan   3:35-4:55
      
Fourth Year:      
      
Greek Syntax           D.Butimore  7:00-8:20
Advanced Hebrew Grammar       Petree   8:25-9:45
Eschatology           Miller   9:50-11:10
Systematic Theology          Miller   12:45-2:05
Hermenutics           Brown   2:10-3:30
      
      
      

2020-2021 SCHEDULE2020-2021 SCHEDULE
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 CLASS NAME       INSTRUCTOR          TIME
      
Fifth Year:      
      
Pauline Epistles         Lewis   7:00-8:20
Greek Exegesis         D. Butimore  8:25-9:45
Old Testament Prophets        Crouch   9:50-11:10
Hebrew Exegesis         D. Butimore  12:45-2:05
Pneumatology         Lopiccolo   2:10-3:30
      
Electives:      
      
Biblical Aramaic         D. Butimore  9:50-11:10
Bibliology                       D. Butimore  2:10-3:30
Adv. Christian Counseling        Bailey   3:35-4:55
Parliamentary Law         D. Butimore  3:35-4:55
Bible Manners & Customs        Lopiccolo   3:35-4:55
Pastoral Epistles         Lewis   8:25-9:45
      
Chapel & Lunch: (for all students)     
 
      
Chapel        11:15-11:55
Lunch        12:00-12:40

2020-2021 SCHEDULE2020-2021 SCHEDULE
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HistoryHistory
First Missionary Baptist Church, Fresno, California, owns and 

sponsors Western Missionary Baptist Institute & Seminary.   Pas-
tor Burel G. Burnes led the church to sponsor a full-time school for 
the purpose of training young ministers and other Christian workers.  
The school began its first year of full-time instruction on September 
10, 1978.

First Missionary Baptist Church of Fresno has dedicated members 
who fully support the school through their prayers, counsel, and 

sacrificial giving. This dedication, along with prayers and financial 
support from sister churches, the Lord has continued to build an 
institute for christian education and development for His honor and 
glory, for over 40 years.

In 2020, First Missionary Baptist Church of Fresno prayerfully 
decided to change the name of the school from Fresno Missionary 

Baptist Institute to Western Missionary Baptist Institute. This change 
better reflects the school’s scope of reach as the only Missionary 
Baptist seminary on the West Coast. Anyone seeking sound Biblical 
Instruction in the Western United States, should strongly consider 
WMBI. 

Pastor Burel G. 
Burnes
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGEPRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

As I write this 
message, I am 

immensely humbled 
and honored to share 
in this tremendous 
ministry. It is with 
great desire and 
conviction that this 
ministry thrives in 
the preparation of 
God called ministers 
and Christian work-
ers. The Word of God 
is to be held in high 
esteem as the tool 
“for the perfecting 
of the saints for the 
work of the ministry 
“ (Eph. 4:12).

WMBI is dedicat-
ed to the mis-

sion to help fulfill the 
Great Commission 
through quality edu-
cation and building 
relationships with 
fellow labourers and 
servants for Jesus 
Christ.

We desire 
to ac-

complish this 
with the de-
termination of 
teaching Bible 
doctrine and 
Missionary 
Baptist Dis-
tinctives that 

have been held pre-
cious by true New 
Testament churches 
down through the 
ages.

WMBI will be 
venturing out 

in new territory in 
offering only Virtual 
Classes. We live in a 
technological age and 
are facing difficult 
times and circum-
stances that drives us 
to seek other avenues 
of instruction. It is 
our prayer that these 
avenues will result 
in a greater opportu-
nity for many to take 
advantage of prepa-
ration for service.

WMBI is bless-
ed to have a 

strong and wonderful 
sponsoring church, 
First Missionary Bap-
tist Church of Fresno, 

who is committed 
to excellence for a 
trained ministry, 
and an excellent 
faculty and staff to 
achieve our goals.

We would 
strongly urge 

anyone who is bur-
dened about training 
for the work of the 
ministry to join us 
in the fight for the 
Word of God to be 
proclaimed unto the 
uttermost parts of 
the world.

Your prayers and 
financial support 

are greatly needed 
and appreciated as 
we labor together 
with God. May God 
richly bless you.

Dr Les Miller 
President 
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The Seminary 
ministry has a 

rich and meaningful 
history here at First 
Missionary Baptist 
Church of Fresno. 
Since 1978, the sem-
inary has been help-
ing to equip men 
and women for the 
various ministries in 
which God has placed 
them. The focus here 
is as it always has 
been, to provide the 
proper tools so that 
the students can 
“Rightly Divide the 
Word of Truth.” 
 

When Fresno 
Missionary 

Baptist Institute was 
established in 1978, 
it was one of a few 
seminaries on the 
West Coast. We are 
proud of the histo-
ry and heritage of 
FMBI, but we are also 
proud to announce 
that the First Mission-
ary Baptist Church of 
Fresno has decided to 
change the name to 
Western Missionary 
Baptist Institute. As 
the only Missionary 
Baptist Seminary now 
on the West Coast, 

WMBI is more fitting 
for our scope of reach. 
It is our desire at First 
Church of Fresno that 
anyone from the West 
who seeks a Missionary 
Baptist seminary ed-
ucation, would highly 
consider getting their 
education at WMBI. 
That is not to say that 
only those from the 
West are welcome, as 
anyone who desires to 
be trained for ministry 
should consider taking 
classes.

 

In addition to the 
name change, WMBI 

is moving into the 
realm of Virtual Class-
es. This means that 
you could take classes 
through WMBI no mat-
ter your geographical 
location. You simply 
need an internet con-
nection and a comput-

er with a camera and 
microphone. 
 

FMBC Fresno contin-
ues to be a dedicated 

sponsoring church of 
WMBI as she has been 
of FMBI since its begin-
ning in 1978. The semi-
nary ministry continues 
to be dependent on the 
faithful prayers and 
financial support of our 
sister churches. We ask 
that each church would 
consider the support of 
this great ministry in 
whatever way possible. 
WMBI does need finan-
cial support, but more 
than anything it needs 
your prayers. 
 

On behalf of the 
First Mission-

ary Baptist Church of 
Fresno, and the admin-
istration and faculty of 
WMBI, we ask you to 
highly consider get-
ting your Bible based 
education at Western 
Missionary Baptist In-
stitute. 
 
Pastor 
Nicholas Lewis

MESSAGE FROM THE PASTOR
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Doctrinal StatementDoctrinal Statement
1. We believe that love one for another as Jesus loves the believer 
manifests our discipleship, proves our love for God and symbolizes 
our authority as New Testament churches. Love is therefore the great 
commandment of the LORD Jesus Christ upon which all others are 
dependent (Matt. 22:35-40; John 13:34, 35; John 15:12; 1 John 4:7-21; 
1 John 5:1-3; Rev. 2:4, 5). 

2. We believe in the infallible, verbal inspiration of the whole Bible 
and that the Bible is the all-sufficient rule of faith and practice (Psalm 
119:160; 2 Tim. 3:16, 17). 

3. We believe in the personal triune God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, 
equal in divine perfection (Matt. 28:19). 

4. We believe in the Genesis account of Creation (Gen. 1; 2). 

5. We believe that Satan is a fallen angel, the archenemy of God and 
man, the unholy god of this world, and that his destiny is the eternal 
lake of fire (Isa. 14:12-15; Ezek. 28:11-19; Matt. 25:41; 2 Cor. 4:4; Eph. 
6:10-17; Rev. 20:10). 

6. We believe in the virgin birth and sinless humanity of Jesus Christ 
(Matt. 1:18-20; 2 Cor. 5:21; 1 Peter 2:22). 

7. We believe in the deity of Jesus Christ (John 10:30; John 1:1, 14; 2 
Cor. 5:19). 

8. We believe the Holy Spirit is the divine Administrator for Jesus 
Christ in His churches (Luke 24:49; John 14:16, 17; Acts 1:4, 5, 8; Acts 
2:1-4). 

9. We believe that miraculous spiritual manifestation gifts were done 
away when the Bible was completed. Faith, Hope and Love are the 
vital abiding Spiritual Gifts (1 Cor. chapters 12-14). 

10. We believe that Man was created in the image of God and lived in 
innocency until he fell by voluntary transgression from his sinless 
state, the result being that all mankind are sinners (Gen. 1:26; Gen. 
3:6-24; Rom. 5:12, 19). 
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11. We believe that the suffering and death of Jesus Christ was substi-
tutionary for all mankind and is efficacious only to those who believe 
(Isa. 53:6; Heb. 2:9; 1 Peter 2:24; 1 Peter 3:18; 2 Peter 3:9; 1 John 2:2). 

12. We believe in the bodily resurrection and ascension of Christ and 
the bodily resurrection of His saints (Matt. 28:1-7; Acts 1:9-11; 1 Cor. 
15:42-58; 1 Thess. 4:13-18). 

13. We believe in the premillennial, personal, bodily return of Christ 
as the crowning event of the Gentile age. This event will include the 
resurrection of the righteous to eternal heaven, and the Millennium 
will be followed by the resurrection of the unrighteous unto eternal 
punishment in the lake of fire and that the righteous shall enter into 
the heaven age (John 14:1-6; 1 Thess. 4:13-18; 2 Thess. 2:8; Rev. 19; 
Rev. 20:4-6; Rev. 20:11-15; Rev. 21:8). 

14. We believe that the depraved sinner is saved wholly by grace 
through faith in Jesus Christ, and the requisites to regeneration are 
repentance toward God and faith in the Lord Jesus Christ (Luke 13:3-
5; John 3:16-18; Acts 20:21; Rom. 6:23; Eph. 2:8, 9), and that the Holy 
Spirit convicts sinners, regenerates, seals, secures, and indwells every 
believer (John 3:6; John 16:8, 9; Rom. 8:9-11; 1 Cor. 6:19, 20; Eph. 
4:30; Titus 3:5). 

15. We believe that all who trust Jesus Christ for salvation are eter-
nally secure in Him and shall not perish (John 3:36; John 5:24; John 
10:27-30; Rom. 8:35-39; Heb. 10:39; 1 Peter 1:5). 

16. We believe that God deals with believers as His children, that He 
chastises the disobedient, and that He rewards the obedient (Matt. 
16:27; Matt. 25:14-23; John 1:12; Heb. 12:5-11; 2 John 8; Rev. 22:12). 

17. We believe that Jesus Christ established His church during His 
ministry on earth and that it is always a local, visible assembly of 
scripturally baptized believers in covenant relationship to carry out 
the Commission of the Lord Jesus Christ, and each church is an inde-
pendent, self-governing body, and no other ecclesiastical body may 
exercise authority over it. We believe that Jesus Christ gave the Great 
Commission to the New Testament churches only, and that He prom-
ised the perpetuity of His churches (Matt. 4:18-22; Matt. 16:18; Matt. 
28:19, 20; Mark 1:14-20; John 1:35-51; Eph. 3:21). 

Doctrinal StatementDoctrinal Statement
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18. We believe that there are two pictorial ordinances in the Lord's 
churches: Baptism and the Lord's Supper. Scriptural baptism is the 
immersion of penitent believers in water, administered by the au-
thority of a New Testament church in the name of the Father, Son, 
and Holy Spirit. The Lord's Supper is a memorial ordinance, restrict-
ed to the members of the church observing the ordinance (Matt. 
28:19, 20; Acts 8:12, 38; Rom. 6:4; 1 Cor. 5:11-13; 1 Cor. 11:1, 2, 17-20, 
26). 

19. We believe that there are two divinely appointed offices in a 
church, pastors and deacons, to be filled by men whose qualifications 
are set forth in Titus and 1 Timothy. 

20. We believe that all associations, fellowships, and committees are, 
and properly should be, servants of, and under control of the church-
es (Matt. 20:25-28). 

21. We believe in freedom of worship without interference from the 
government and affirm our belief in civil obedience, unless the laws 
and regulations of civil government run contrary to the Holy Scrip-
tures (Rom. 13:1-7; 1 Peter 2:13-15). 

22. We believe the Bible definition of marriage is the union between 
a man and a woman (Gen. 2:21-24; Matt. 19:4-6; Mark 10:6-9; 1 Cor. 
7:2-4; Eph. 5:22-31).

Doctrinal StatementDoctrinal Statement
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MISSION STATEMENTMISSION STATEMENT
MISSION STATEMENT
 
Western Missionary Baptist Institute exists for the express purpose 
of preparing ministerial students for spiritual leadership, training 
Christian workers for optimum service in New Testament churches, 
and providing a doctrinal foundation for those entering other aca-
demic disciplines at other institutions of higher learning.  

The main objective is to provide an environment so students will 
develop into fundamental, evangelistic, mission-minded, Christ-cen-
tered laborers in New Testament churches, dedicated to bringing 
glory to God.

PATH TO ACCOMPLISH OUR MISSION

The primary “textbook” which governs the school is the Bible.  Cours-
es are designed to assist students in “Rightly Dividing the Word of 
Truth.”  WMBI seeks to fulfill its mission by providing tools to help 
the student discern and properly apply the Word of God, first to their 
own heart, and then to share it with others. 

The Mission of WMBI is also accomplished through the diverse wis-
dom of the instructors. The instructors at WMBI are well equipped 
themselves, having many years of ministerial experience. Each in-
structor provides their own area of proficiency and differing expe-
riences. By the time a student graduates from WMBI they will have 
had the privilege of sitting under many different Missionary Baptist 
teachers.   
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SPONSORING CHURCHSPONSORING CHURCH
LOCATION

Western Missionary Baptist Institute is located in Fresno, California 
at the campus of the First Missionary Baptist Church. 

  

 1195 E. Shepherd
 Fresno, Ca 93720

While this is the physical address for the school, it is now available 
anywhere you have an internet connection because of 
WMBI’s VIRTUAL classes.

CHURCH-SCHOOL LOYALTY

Believing that the responsibility for all aspects of Christian education 
and training belongs to the New Testament church by virtue of the 
Great Commission of Christ (Matthew 28:18-20), Western Mission-
ary Baptist Institute is subject to the will of First Missionary Baptist 
Church of Fresno.  The school commends itself to the authority of the 
church and considers the will of the church to be final under Christ.  
The school exists for the purpose of assisting sister churches in the 
advanced training of those who are specially called and directed by 
the Spirit of God.  The members of the church have proven for many 
years that they are supportive of the students and their families.  They 
take great pride in the development and growth of the students en-
trusted to their care.  Students who relocate to Fresno from other 
areas are encouraged to join the fellowship of First Missionary Bap-
tist Church of Fresno during their tenure as students.  Those who are 
not members of the church are expected to respect the pastoral staff, 
church officers, buildings, and business affairs of the church.
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SUPPORT OF THE SEMINARY

Western Missionary Baptist Institute is supported by free-will of-
ferings from Missionary Baptist churches and friends who love the 
cause of Christ and desire to be actively involved in assisting the 
school achieve its goals for the students. The school is completely 
dependent on free-will offerings.

SPONSORING CHURCHSPONSORING CHURCH

2020-2021 WMBI TRUSTEES

Dennis Jeffus
Douglas Berry
Jonathan Hensley
Clinton Childers
Kevin Ferry
Marvin Prevost
Bret Hensley
Eduardo Irizarry
Jim Hunt

AFFILIATION

The First Missionary Baptist Church of Fresno affiliates with the Cen-
tral California Coastal Association of Missionary Baptist churches, 
The California Cooperative Association, and The American Baptist 
Association.

Western Missionary Baptist 
Institute is affiliated with the 
American Baptist Association 
of Theological Schools.

FINANCIAL INFORMATIONFINANCIAL INFORMATION
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FINANCIAL INFORMATIONFINANCIAL INFORMATION
IMPORTANT INFORMATION ABOUT TUITION 
AND FEES:

All fees Must be paid by the 2nd week of classes. If a student does not 
pay their tuition/registration fees or set up an arrangement with the 
Registrar, they will be dropped from class.

TUITION:

Tuition is $50 per semester hour or $600 per semester for students 
enrolled in 12 or more semester hours. A tuition waiver will be grant-
ed to students who hold membership in New Testament churches in 
fellowship with First Missionary Baptist Church of Fresno, California. 
To qualify for this, a student must have a letter of recommendation 
from their pastor or church of membership.

Tuition fees will be refunded to students withdrawing at the follow-
ing rate: withdrawal during the first week, 90% refund; second week, 
80% refund; third week, 70% refund; fourth week, 60% refund; fifth 
week 50% refund.  There will be no refund of tuition fees after the 
fifth week of a semester.

REGISTRATION:

A matriculation fee of $45 per class, each semester, will be charged all 
students.  This fee is paid at the time of enrollment and is not refund-
able unless the student’s application is rejected by the school.  A $50 
Online fee will also be charged to each student per semester. Registra-
tion and enrollment fees are not refundable.  

DEFERRED GIVING PLANS

Individuals may make use of the various deferred giving arrange-
ments provided under the current U. S. Federal tax laws.  The follow-
ing plans are applicable: Gift Annuities, Annuity Trusts, Uni-Trust, 
Life Income Contracts, Wills, Life Estate Contracts.
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SCHOLARSHIPS

From time to time, churches, individuals, and businesses offer partial 
or complete academic scholarships.  Scholarships are given to worthy 
students according to the wish of the provider.

ADOPT A STUDENT PROGRAM
 
One of the programs that WMBI promotes is the Adopt a Student Pro-
gram. Within this program, churches and individuals are encouraged 
to Adopt A Student and provide their essentials while going to school. 
These include but are not limited to, tuition and fees, books, and trav-
el to Fresno for seminars and other school related programs.

PAYMENT INFORMATION

Checks can be made out to Western Missionary Baptist Institute or 
WMBI. Checks can also still be made out to FMBI. They can be mailed 
to the church mailing address:

First Missionary Baptist Church
8839 N. Cedar #55
Fresno, CA 93720

We can also take credit cards over the phone for a $5.00 fee per trans-
action.

FINANCIAL INFORMATIONFINANCIAL INFORMATION
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ACADEMIC INFORMATIONACADEMIC INFORMATION
APPLICATION

All correspondence concerning admission to Western Missionary 
Baptist Institute should be addressed to the Registrar.  The Regis-
trar’s office will supply the applicant with the proper forms.  These 
include the application and student permission for the request of 
transcripts from previous institutions.  When completed forms have 
been returned, proper consideration and further instruction will be 
given to the applicant.  A $45 application fee will be assessed and must 
accompany the application forms.  The application fee is not refund-
able but is applied toward the first semester’s matriculation fee. 

ADMISSION ELIGIBILITY

Eligibility of applicants will be considered on the basis of previous 
training.  Applicants desiring to enter the Institute Division (un-
dergraduate) must have achieved at least a high school diploma or 
equivalent.  Applicants who are short of this goal will be considered as 
special needs students with all deficiencies to be resolved before any 
degree is granted.  Entrance into the Seminary Division (Graduate) 
must have an acceptable Bachelor of Theology or Bachelor of Chris-
tian Education degree (or their equivalents) for admission in the one-
year Master of Theology or Master of Christian Education programs.  
Entrance into the Seminary Division, three-year program, must have 
an acceptable Bachelor’s degree in an unrelated major from a univer-
sity.

RULES AND REGULATIONS

Students are expected to familiarize themselves with all rules and reg-
ulations in the school catalog and orientation materials provided at 
the beginning of each academic year.  On occasion, official announce-
ments will be made during chapel services and posted on the bulletin 
board.
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CLASS CHANGES
 
No student will be permitted to make a class change after a period 
of two weeks from the start of the semester.  A student may transfer 
within the two-week period upon making satisfactory arrangements 
with his instructor and upon approval of the Academic Dean.

CREDIT TRANSFER

Credit from other institutions of higher learning are accepted at the 
discretion of the President and Academic Dean on their merit.  Full 
credit for courses taken in other schools of the American Baptist As-
sociation of Theological Schools will be given for subjects and semes-
ter credit hours which parallel those required in the curriculum of 
WMBI.

As in many states, the Board of Education of California is not autho-
rized to accredit theological schools; the credit value of the work done 
at WMBI is determined by merit.  Advanced schools may or may not 
recognize such credits as they apply to their courses.  No transcript of 
credits will be issued without liquidation of all accounts.

DISMISSALS

This school reserves the right to reject any applicant for any reason 
it deems justifiable.  Also reserved is the right to dismiss from the 
school any student who refuses to cooperate with the faculty, one 
whose conduct is un-Christlike, or one whose life is not what the 
world would expect in the life of a Christian.

ACADEMIC INFORMATIONACADEMIC INFORMATION CODE OF CONDUCTCODE OF CONDUCT
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ACADEMIC INFORMATIONACADEMIC INFORMATION CODE OF CONDUCTCODE OF CONDUCT
RULES AND REGULATIONS FOR CONDUCT
 
As a ministry of First Missionary Baptist Church of Fresno, the stu-
dents and faculty of WMBI should understand that they are repre-
sentatives of their own church of membership as well as the Fresno 
church as the sponsoring church of the school. More than this, they 
are representatives of the Lord Jesus Christ. As such, each teacher 
and student should conduct themselves in a manner that is pleasing 
to the Lord. Some Specifics include:
 
• Conducting themselves worthy of being called a Christian

• Not using profane or vulgar language of any kind

• Not using racial slurs, jokes, or innuendos 

• Not involved in gossip, including sharing private information   
  about sister churches or other pastors

• Not possessing or using intoxicants or illegal drugs

•         Students will not be permitted to vie one instructor against   
        another in or out of class. The faculty members adhere to the   
        principle of unity in the cardinal tenets of the faith with indvid
        ual liberty in matters of interpretation. Students are urged 
        to prove all things for themselves and to learn clearly what is 
        taught by their instructors whether they choose to agree or dis
        agree with their teachings.

 

DISCIPLINARY ACTION

Any person affiliated with the school who does not abide by these 
rules and regulations for conduct will be dealt with according to the 
severity of their actions. The First Missionary Baptist Church of Fres-
no reserves the right to dismiss anyone from the school according to 
their discretion. 
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ATTENDANCE POLICYATTENDANCE POLICY
Students are expected to attend all meetings of all classes in which 
they are enrolled.  All lectures given by the faculty or visiting lecture 
staff are considered a part of the student’s training; therefore, the 
student shall be required to attend and take notes of such lectures.  At 
least 80% attendance is required to obtain credit in any given course.

Local, state, and national association meetings are considered a part 
of the student’s training.  Attendance of other meetings which might 
fall during scheduled school days should first be cleared through the 
office of Academic Dean in order that proper credit might be given.  
Instructors are required to report excessive absences to the Academic 
Dean.  Absences will be considered when determining grades. 

ABSENCES

Absences allowed on a two-day schedule (Monday and Tuesday) are a 
total of four days.  In case of emergency, a student may be absent up 
to four additional days.  The instructor is required to assign makeup 
work for all absences. After four absences the student must complete 
a 500-word paper per class for each additional absence. No credit will 
be given for more than eight days of absence per semester on a two-
day schedule.

Course instruction is subject to being interrupted when absences 
become excessive.  Such courses would have to be repeated for proper 
credit.

Absences due to pastoral obligations, funerals, and other activities 
will be treated under the above guidelines.

Out-of-class activities for which the student is counted present must 
be with the permission of the President and Academic Dean of the 
school.

TARDIES

Three tardies will count as one absence.  Late arrivals to class or early 
withdrawals from class for valid reasons must be with the express 
permission of the instructor.
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CHAPEL & SEMINARSCHAPEL & SEMINARS
CHAPEL

Chapel is a requirement for all students who plan to obtain a degree. 
Students are required to pay close attention, take notes, and respect 
the one presenting. 

SEMINARS

WMBI will have a yearly seminar that is required for all students to 
attend. The seminars are designed to go along with the regular curric-
ulum and are for the students benefit. Preparations should be made 
in advance to attend at the campus of First Missionary Baptist Church 
of Fresno. Should you need a place to stay, arrangements can be made 
with members of the Fresno church.
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GRADING SYSTEMGRADING SYSTEM
GRADING SYSTEM:

A 95 - 100 Superior/Outstanding 4 grade points
B 86 - 94  Above Average  3 grade points
C 77 - 85  Average   2 grade points
D 68 - 76  Passing   1 grade point
F  0 - 67  Failing    0 grade point
I   Incomplete   0 grade point
W   Withdrawal Passing
WF   Withdrawal Failing

EXAMINATIONS

Examinations are given at stated times and at the election of the in-
structor.  Some instructors may choose to issue grades solely on the 
basis of notebooks.  In other courses a set time may be determined for 
written tests.  All work assigned by the instructor is due on the date 
specified; any extended time is at the discretion of the teacher.  Each 
instructor will seek to see that every student has sufficient opportuni-
ty to accomplish the goals in his class.

STUDENT CLASSIFICATION

All students will be classified according to the number of semester 
hours they have earned:

   0 - 29  Freshman
 30 - 59  Sophomore
 60 - 89  Junior
 90 - 119 Senior
         120 - over Graduate*

* A student is considered a graduate when they have completed at 
least 120 semester hours and all other Bachelor degree requirements.
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INCOMPLETE

An incomplete grade may be requested by a student.  An incomplete 
is given only as a result of special counseling between the student and 
the instructor, and only when warranted by unforeseen circumstanc-
es (e.g., sickness). An incomplete grade is intended for those students 
who are doing satisfactory, passing academic work, but are unable to 
complete the work because of extraordinary circumstances.  Neglect 
on the part of the student to complete his work within the following 
semester will result in a failure.

WITHDRAW

A student may withdraw from class with permission of the instructor 
and the Academic Dean up to the 6th week of school and receive a “W” 
grade for the class, if the student is doing satisfactory, passing aca-
demic work.  Proper forms are provided for this procedure.  Failure 
to withdraw properly or if the student is not doing satisfactory, pass-
ing academic work will result in a “WF” grade.

GRADING SYSTEMGRADING SYSTEM
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GRADUATION

Upon the satisfactory completion of the prescribed courses of study 
as outlined in the curriculum of the various departments, the student 
will be entitled to graduate, subject to the following conditions:

 1. No degree will be given until a student has 
submitted a satisfactory thesis which has been ap-
proved by his faculty advisor and the Academic 
Dean.

 2. The thesis topic and outline must be ap-
proved by the Academic Dean at least one semes-
ter before graduation.

 3. The completed thesis will be submitted to 
the Academic Dean by February 15; final approval 
will be given no later than April 15.  Two properly 
bound copies of the thesis will remain as property 
of the Hendrix Memorial Library, located at First 
Missionary Baptist Church of Fresno. 

4. No submitted thesis will be accepted if its 
content reflects, by direct statement or implica-
tion, any disdain or disagreement with the Doctri-
nal Statement of First Missionary Baptist Church 
of Fresno and Western Missionary Baptist Insti-
tute.

5. While anyone who meets the admission 
requirements can attend WMBI and benefit from 
the courses offered, no degree will be issued by the 
school unless the potential degree recipient has 
been saved, scripturally baptized by a New Testa-
ment church, and is currently serving in a church 
of like-faith and practice as a member in good 
standing of that church.

GRADING SYSTEMGRADING SYSTEM CURRICULUM INFORMATIONCURRICULUM INFORMATION
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CURRICULUM INFORMATIONCURRICULUM INFORMATION
SYMBOLS

The numbers and letters describing each course are explained as fol-
lows: Using the symbol “BI 203 a,b” as the example,

 1. The capital letters preceding the numbers indicate the 
     department in which the course is listed.
           a. BI (Bible Interpretation)          b. BL (Bible Language)
           c. EN (English)            d. HI (History)
           e. MD (Ministry Development)

 2.The numbers represent the year, whether required or 
     elective, and the unit value of a given subject.  For example,   
      the numbers “203" understood as follows:

a. The first digit “2" indicates that the course is usually 
 taken in the second year.  This does not mean that the  
subject cannot be taken at a later time.  For Remedial 
English, a “0" is noted to indicate it is below institute 
level and is taken for no credit.

b. The second digit “0" indicates that the course fulfills an              
 absolute requirement in the particular department. A    
 “5" would indicate that the course is an elective.
c. The third digit “3" represents the unit value given for the  
 course.

 3.The minuscule letters after the number indicate whether the              
     course is taken in the fall or spring semester.  

For example, “BI 203 a,b”:
a. The letter “a” at the end of the number “203" represents  
 the fall semester of a full-year course.
b. The letter “b” at the end of the number “203"                  
 represents the spring semester of a full-year course.

Thus, the symbol, “BI 203 a” would identify the course as being in the 
Bible Interpretation department, is usually taken in the second year, 
fulfills a department requirement, is a 3 unit course, and is the fall 
semester of a full-year course.
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DEGREE PROGRAMSDEGREE PROGRAMS
ASSOCIATE OF THEOLOGY
 
The Associate of Theology degree will be awarded those students who, 
upon recommendation of the faculty, complete a partial program of 
the educational goals of the Institute.  It requires the completion of 60 
semester units in the Theology major with at least a 2.5 grade point 
average. Entrance into the program requires a high school diploma or 
its equivalency.

ASSOCIATE OF CHRISTIAN EDUCATION
 
The Associate of Christian Education degree will be awarded those 
students who, upon recommendation of the faculty, complete a par-
tial program of the educational goals of the Institute.  It requires the 
completion of 60 semester units in the Christian Education major 
with at least a 2.0 grade point average. Entrance into the program 
requires a high school diploma or its equivalency.

BACHELOR OF THEOLOGY
 
The Theology program is offered to develop and prepare the student 
who has surrendered to God’s call of ministry leadership, whether 
pastoral or missionary oriented.  It provides the opportunity to de-
vote full time to study and allows the benefit of gleaning from those 
who have varied experiences in the ministry.

The student who enrolls in this program will have a Bible Interpreta-
tion major with a Bible Language minor.  The program requires the 
completion of 120 semester hours.

The student must manifest promise of usefulness in the Gospel minis-
try, exhibit consistent Christian character, and evidence sound theo-
logical convictions in accordance with the school’s Doctrinal State-
ment.

The Bachelor of Theology degree will be awarded those students who, 
upon recommendations of the faculty, complete the prescribed cur-
riculum with a grade point average of 2. 5 or better and an acceptable 
thesis of at least 15,000 words on an approved subject.
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DEGREE PROGRAMSDEGREE PROGRAMS
BACHELOR OF CHRISTIAN EDUCATION
 
The Christian Education program is designed to prepare the student 
for various phases of Christian service.  The goal for the completion of 
this course of study is to develop those skills needed to fulfill a calling 
to a life of Christian service.

The Christian Education program offers four years of preparation for 
service in the teaching ministry, including youth and Sunday School 
work, and the writing ministry.

The student who enrolls in this program will have a Bible Interpreta-
tion major with a Christian Education minor.  The program requires 
the completion of 120 semester hours.

The student must manifest promise of usefulness in the Gospel minis-
try, exhibit consistent Christian character, and evidence sound theo-
logical convictions in accordance with the school’s Doctrinal State-
ment.

The Bachelor of Christian Education degree will be awarded those 
students who, upon recommendation of the faculty, complete the pre-
scribed curriculum with a grade point average of 2.0 or better and an 
acceptable thesis of at least 15,000 words on an approved subject.

MASTER OF THEOLOGY
 
The Master of Theology program offers an advanced program of study 
for those students who desire a more in-depth academic experience.  
The student who enrolls in this program will have a Bible Language 
major with a Bible Interpretation minor.  The program requires an 
additional 30 units above the Bachelor of Theology degree.  Only 
courses offered in the Seminary (Graduate) Division will count to-
ward the degree.
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DEGREE PROGRAMSDEGREE PROGRAMS
The Master of Theology degree will be awarded those students who, 
upon recommendation of the faculty, have met the following require-
ments:
  

1. Earned a Bachelor of Theology degree and maintained a 
grade point average of 2.5 or better through their under-
graduate studies.

2. Completed the prescribed curriculum with a grade point 
average of 3.5 or better.

3. Submit an acceptable thesis of at least 25,000 words on an 
approved subject.  The Master’s thesis must reflect a mas-
tery of the subject selected and approved.

MASTER OF CHRISTIAN EDUCATION
 
The Master of Christian Education program offers an advanced pro-
gram of study for those students who desire a more in-depth academ-
ic experience.  The student who enrolls in this program will have a 
Christian Education major with a Bible Interpretation minor.  The 
program requires an additional 30 units above the Bachelor of Chris-
tian Education degree.  Only courses offered in the Seminary (Gradu-
ate) Division will count toward the degree.

The Master of Christian Education degree will be awarded those stu-
dents who, upon recommendation of the faculty, have met the follow-
ing requirements:

1. Earned a Bachelor of Christian Education degree and main-
tained a grade point average of 2.0 or better in their under-
graduate studies

2. Completed the prescribed curriculum with a grade point 
average of 3.0 or better.

3. Submit an acceptable thesis of at least 25,000 words on an 
approved subject.  The Master’s thesis must reflect a mas-
tery of the subject selected and approved.
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DOCTORATE DEGREE PROGRAM GUIDELINES

A Doctor of Theology or Doctor of Philosophy in Christian Education 
will be awarded those students who have been elected by the faculty 
and recommended by the school trustees to First Missionary Baptist 
Church of Fresno to pursue the advanced degree.  Doctoral degree 
programs require an additional number of courses in the graduate 
level above the Master’s program.  An Advisory Council will be chosen 
among those on the faculty with earned doctorates.

DOCTOR OF THEOLOGY

The Doctor of Theology program offers the most advanced program of 
study for those students who desire an expertise in their studies.  The 
student who enrolls in this program will have a Bible Language major 
with a Bible Interpretation minor.  The program requires additional 
academic work above the Master of Theology degree.  Only courses 
offered in the Seminary (Graduate) Division will count toward the 
degree. 
 
The Doctor of Theology degree will be awarded those students who, 
upon their election to the program by First Missionary Baptist 
Church, Fresno have met the following requirements:

1. Earned a Master of Theology degree and maintained a 
grade point average of 3.5 or better in their graduate stud-
ies

2. Been elected by the faculty, approved by the trustees, and 
officially accepted by First Missionary Baptist Church, Fres-
no to pursue the advanced program.

3. Completed the prescribed curriculum with a grade point 
average of 3.5 or better.

4. Submitted an acceptable thesis of at least 50,000 words on 
an approved subject.  The thesis must be reflect a mastery 
on the subject chosen and approved, and must also be of a 
publishable quality.

5. Have demonstrated an ability of leadership in actual field 
experience of a determinant period of time.

DEGREE PROGRAMSDEGREE PROGRAMS
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DOCTOR OF PHILOSOPHY IN 
CHRISTIAN EDUCATION

The Doctor of Philosophy in Christian Education program offers an 
advanced program of study for those students who desire a more in-
depth academic experience.  The student who enrolls in this program 
will have a Christian Education major with a Bible Interpretation 
minor.  The program requires additional academic work above the 
Master of Christian Education degree.  Only courses offered in the 
Seminary (Graduate) Division will count toward the degree.

The Master of Christian Education degree will be awarded those stu-
dents who, upon recommendation of the faculty, have met the follow-
ing requirements:

1. Earned a Christian Education degree and maintained a 
grade point average of 3.0 or better in their graduate stud-
ies

2. Been elected by the faculty, approved by the trustees, and 
officially accepted by First Missionary Baptist Church, Fres-
no to pursue the advanced program.

3. Completed the prescribed curriculum with a grade point 
average of 3.0 or better.

4. Submitted an acceptable thesis of at least 50,000 words 
on an approved subject.  The thesis must reflect a mastery 
on the subject chosen and approved, and must also be of a 
publishable quality.

5. Have demonstrated an ability of leadership in actual field 
experience of a determinant period of time.

DEGREE PROGRAMSDEGREE PROGRAMS
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DEGREE PROGRAMSDEGREE PROGRAMS DEGREE REQUIREMENTS
ASSOCIATE OF THEOLOGY DEGREE

 
Bible Interpretation Department   24  Semester Hours
Bible Language Department   6    Semester Hours
English Department     6    Semester Hours
Ministry Development Department  24  Semester Hours

ASSOCIATE OF CHRISTIAN EDUCATION DEGREE
 
Bible Interpretation Department   24  Semester Hours
English Department     6    Semester Hours
History Department     6    Semester Hours
Ministry Development Department  24  Semester Hours

BACHELOR OF THEOLOGY DEGREE
 
Bible Interpretation Department   48  Semester Hours
Bible Language Department   30  Semester Hours
English Department     6    Semester Hours
History Department     6    Semester Hours
Ministry Development Department  30  Semester Hours

BACHELOR OF CHRISTIAN EDUCATION DEGREE
 
Bible Interpretation Department   54  Semester Hours
English Department     6    Semester Hours
History Department     12   Semester Hours
Ministry Development Department  48  Semester Hours

MASTER OF THEOLOGY DEGREE
 
Bible Interpretation Department   18  Semester Hours
Bible Language Department   12  Semester Hours

MASTER OF CHRISTIAN EDUCATION DEGREE
 
Bible Interpretation Department   24  Semester Hours
Ministry Development Department  6    Semester Hours



Page 32Page 32 Page 33 Page 33 

DEGREE PLANS
ASSOCIATE OF THEOLOGY DEGREE

Freshman Year                            Fall  Spring
 
BI 103 a,b Bible Analysis    3       3
BI 103 a,b New Testament Survey         3       3
MD 103 a,b Fundamentals of Speech              3       3
MD 103 a,b Evangelism                3       3
MD 103 a,b Ministerial Practicalities         3       3
EN 050 a,b Basic English          0       0
    Annual Total  15      15
    Accumulative total 30 Semester Hours

Sophomore Year
 
BI 203 a,b Apologetics    3        3
BI 203 a,b Old Testament Survey   3        3
BL 203 a,b Beginning Greek Grammar  3        3
MD 203 a,b Homiletics    3        3
HI 203 a,b Ancient History          3        3
EN 103 a,b Beginning English Grammar  3        3
    Annual Total  18       18 
    Accumulative Total 66 Semester Hours

ASSOCIATE OF CHRISTIAN EDUCATION DEGREE

Freshman Year
 
BI 103 a,b Bible Analysis    3        3
BI 103 a,b New Testament Survey   3        3
MD 103 a,b Fundamentals of Speech   3        3
MD 103 a,b Evangelism    3        3
MD 103 a,b Ministerial Ethics         3        3
EN 053 a,b Basic English Grammar         0        0
    Annual Total  15`            15
    Accumulative Total 30 Semester Hours

Sophomore Year
 
BI 203 a,b Apologetics    3        3
BI 203 a,b Old Testament Survey         3                             3
BI 253 a,b Bible Manners & Customs               3        3
MD 203 a,b Homiletics    3        3
HI 203 a,b Ancient History          3        3
EN 103 a,b Beginning English Grammar        3        3
    Annual Total  18       18
    Accumulative Total 66 Semester Hours
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BACHELOR OF THEOLOGY DEGREE

Freshman Year     Fall  Spring
 
BI 103 a,b Bible Analysis          3       3
BI 103 a,b New Testament Survey         3       3
MD 103 a,b Fundamentals of Speech                3       3
MD 103 a,b Evangelism                  3       3
MD 103 a,b Ministerial Practicalities    3                                3
EN 050 a,b Basic English      0       0 
    Annual Total   15                     15
    Accumulative total  30 Semester Hours

Sophomore Year
 
BI 203 a,b Apologetics           3        3
BI 203 a,b Old Testament Survey         3        3
BL 203 a,b Beginning Greek Grammar         3        3
MD 203 a,b Homiletics            3        3
HI 203 a,b Ancient History           3        3
EN 103 a,b Beginning English Grammar        3        3
    Annual Total   18       18 
    Accumulative Total  66 Semester Hours

Junior Year
 
BI 303 a,b General Epistles     3        3
BL 303 a,b Advanced Greek Grammar          3        3
BL 303 a,b Beginning Hebrew Grammar        3        3
HI 303 a,b Baptist History          3        3
MD 303 a,b Christian Counseling         3                                 3
MD 303 a,b Mission Development         3        3
    Annual Total   18       18 
    Accumulative Total  102 Semester Hours

Senior Year
 
BI 403 a,b Hermeneutics          3        3
BI 403 a,b Systematic Theology           3        3
BL 403 a,b Greek Syntax            3        3
BL 403 a,b Advanced Hebrew Grammar        3        3
BI 403 a,b Eschatology      3         3
    Annual Total   15       15
    Accumulative   132 Semester Hours     

DEGREE PLANS
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BACHELOR OF CHRISTIAN EDUCATION DEGREE

Freshman Year     Fall  Spring
 
BI 103 a,b Bible Analysis            3        3
BI 103 a,b New Testament Survey           3        3
MD 103 a,b Fundamentals of Speech         3        3
MD 103 a,b Evangelism          3        3
MD 103 a,b Ministerial Ethics           3        3
EN 053 a,b Basic English Grammar    0        0
    Annual Total   15            15
    Accumulative Total  30 Semester Hours

Sophomore Year
 
BI 203 a,b Apologetics      3        3
BI 203 a,b Old Testament Survey           3                             3
BI 253 a,b Bible Manners & Customs          3        3
MD 203 a,b Homiletics      3        3
HI 203 a,b Ancient History     3        3
EN 103 a,b Beginning English Grammar          3        3
    Annual Total   18       18
    Accumulative Total  66 Semester Hours

Junior Year 
 
BI 303 a,b General Epistles     3        3
HI 303 a,b Baptist History            3         3
MD 303 a,b Christian Counseling           3        3
MD 303 a,b Parliamentary Law                 3         3
MD 303 a,b Mission Development           3        3
    Annual Total   15       15
    Accumulative Total  96 Semester Hours

Senior Year
 
BI 403 a,b Hermeneutics            3        3
BI 403 a,b Systematic Theology          3        3
BI 403 a,b Eschatology      3        3
MD 403 a,b Advanced Christian Counseling               3        3
BI 403 a,b Bibliology      3        3
    Annual Total   15       15
    Accumulative Total  126 Semester Hours

DEGREE PLANS
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         MASTER OF THEOLOGY DEGREE 
       Fall  Spring

BI 503 a,b Pneumatology     3        3
BI 503 a,b Old Testament Prophets    3        3
BI 503 a,b Pauline Epistles     3        3
BL 503 a,b Greek Exegesis     3        3
BL 503 a,b Hebrew Translation/Exegesis   3        3
    Annual Total   15                            15
    Accumulative Total  156 Semester Hours

MASTER OF CHRISTIAN EDUCATION DEGREE

BI 503 a,b Pneumatology     3        3
BI 503 a,b Pauline Epistles     3        3
BI 503 a,b Pastoral Epistles     3         3
BI 503 a,b Old Testament Prophets                 3        3
    Annual Total   12       12
    Accumulative Total  150 Semester Hours

DEGREE PLANS
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COURSE DESCRIPTIONS
BIBLE INTERPRETATION DEPARTMENT

BI 103 A,B BIBLE ANALYSIS

Bible Analysis is a system of tearing apart, analyzing, and putting 
together the entire Bible.  It consists of a thorough study of the Bible 
based on 2 Timothy 2:15.  It is a basic course in the methods of study 
and proper interpretation of the Bible.

BI 103 A,B NEW TESTAMENT SURVEY

This survey course is designed to give a synopsis of each New Tes-
tament book, as well as something about the writer, the setting, the 
customs and events surrounding each book, together with its signifi-
cance relating to the subjects of authority, inspiration, and inerrancy.  
A study of the intertestamental period will also enhance the study of 
the New Testament.

BI 203 A,B APOLOGETICS

A study of the cardinal doctrines of the Bible is made in this class.  A 
Biblical foundation is thoroughly given to the student and the meth-
ods for refuting error and claims against Bible truth is also given.  
Apologetics is a preparatory course for more advance theological 
studies.

BI 203 A,B OLD TESTAMENT SURVEY

This survey course is designed to give a synopsis of each Old Testa-
ment book, as well as something about the writer, the setting, the 
customs, and the events surrounding each book.  The literary style of 
each book is considered together with its significance relating to the 
value of plenary verbal inspiration is also covered.
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BIBLE INTERPRETATION DEPARTMENT

BI 253 A,B BIBLE MANNERS AND CUSTOMS

This course is designed to enrich the student’s understanding of the 
customs of the people living at the time the Bible was written.  An un-
derstanding in this field will enable the student to better understand 
many so called “hard to understand” passages of Scripture. The lands 
of Bible events are studied with an attempt to put the student men-
tally in the same environment in which they transpired, with a view 
toward more accurate interpretation of the Scriptures and depth to 
teaching.

Through WMBI Flying Seminars, a tour of Bible lands is conducted 
periodically by the seminary.  Students participating in one of these 
tours is eligible for additional credit.

BI 303 A,B GENERAL EPISTLES
Prerequisite: BI 103, New Testament Survey; 
Suggested: BL 203, Beginning Greek Grammar

This is a study of the authorship, message, and exegesis of the epistles 
of James, Peter, John, Hebrews, and Jude. Each student is required 
to compile a commentary on the epistles covered.

BI 403 A,B HERMENEUTICS
Prerequisite: BI 203, Apologetics
 
This course is designed to introduce the student to the principles of 
sound Biblical interpretation.  The first semester will be devoted to 
a study of general hermeneutics, which includes the history of inter-
pretation and rules for interpreting the Bible as a whole.  The second 
semester will consist of the study of special hermeneutics dealing with 
the interpretation of special portions of Scripture such as parables, 
types, prophecy, and poetry.

COURSE DESCRIPTIONS
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BIBLE INTERPRETATION DEPARTMENT

BI 403 A,B SYSTEMATIC THEOLOGY
Prerequisite: BI 203, Apologetics and Junior Standing

Systematic Theology is a fundamental, systematic study of the var-
ious theological divisions of the Bible.  It is an intermediate course 
in theology given the student an overall understanding of the truths 
presented.

BI 403 A,B ESCHATOLOGY
Prerequisite: BI 103, Bible Analysis; BI 203, Apologetics
 
This course is a systematic in-depth study of end-time events and ter-
minology.  Additionally, the student will be introduced to the various 
views concerning the rapture question.

BI 503 A,B PAULINE EPISTLES
Prerequisite: BI 103, New Testament Survey; 
Suggested: BL 203, Beginning Greek Grammar

This is an exegetical study of the letters of Paul to the Romans, Cor-
inthians, Galatians, Thessalonians, Ephesians, Colossians, Philemon 
and Philippians.   The English text will be used primarily, however oc-
casional attention will be given to the Greek text for clarification and 
illumination.  Each student will be required to compile a commentary 
on the epistles covered.

BI 503 A,B OLD TESTAMENT PROPHETS
Prerequisite: BI 203, Old Testament Survey; 
Suggested: BL 303, Beginning Hebrew Grammar

An exegetical study of the major and minor prophets with special em-
phasis placed on God’s dealing with His people, Israel, and their place 
in Bible prophecy.   The English text will be used primarily, however 
occasional attention will be given to the Hebrew text for clarification 
and illumination.  Each student will be required to compile a com-
mentary on the book covered.  The first semester will cover the books 
of Isaiah, Jeremiah, Lamentations, Ezekiel, and Daniel.  The second 
semester will cover the minor prophets.

COURSE DESCRIPTIONS
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BIBLE INTERPRETATION DEPARTMENT

BI 503 A,B PNEUMATOLOGY
Prerequisite: BI 403, Systematic Theology, BL 303, Advanced Greek 
Grammar, BL 303, Beginning Hebrew Grammar; 
Suggested: BL 403, Greek Translation/Analysis BL 403, Advanced 
Hebrew Grammar
 
This course delves extensively into the realm of the things of the spir-
it: God’s Spirit, the spirit of man, angelic spirits, and demon spirits.  
Foundational material for the course is gained from the original lan-
guages of the Bible, Greek and Hebrew.

BI 553 A,B PASTORAL EPISTLES
Prerequisite: BI 103, New Testament Survey, BL 303, Advanced Greek 
Grammar 
Suggested: BL 403, Greek Translation/Analysis  
 
This is an exegetical study of Paul’s letters written to Timothy and 
Titus.  The Greek text will be used extensively in addition to the En-
glish text.  Each student is required to compile a commentary on the 
epistles covered.

BI 553 A,B BIBLIOLOGY
Prerequisite: BI 103, Bible Analysis; BI 103, New Testament Survey; 
BI 203, Apologetics; BI 203, Old Testament Survey

This subject is an advanced course which examines the origin, trans-
mission, and translation of the Bible. The themes of inspiration, 
inerrancy, canonicity, textual transmission, and translation will be 
studied with emphasis in both the Old and New Testaments.

COURSE DESCRIPTIONS
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BIBLE LANGUAGE DEPARTMENT

BL 203 A,B BEGINNING GREEK GRAMMAR
Prerequisite: EN 053, Basic English Grammar

An introduction to the Greek of the New Testament is obtained in this 
course, including alphabet, inflection, and vocabulary building.  A 
combination of inductive and deductive instruction is given to provide 
the principles requisite to the simple reading of the New Testament.  
Declension of noun forms are made familiar in this course.

BL 303 A,B ADVANCED GREEK GRAMMAR
Prerequisite: BL 203, Beginning Greek Grammar

Grammar study is continued with special emphasis on the conjuga-
tion of verb forms and syntactical arrangements in translating the 
Greek New Testament.  Attention is given to accurate lexicography 
and principles of sound exegesis.  The use of Greek lexicons will be 
introduced.

BL 303 A,B BEGINNING HEBREW GRAMMAR
Prerequisite: EN 103, English Grammar; 
Suggested: BL 203, Beginning Greek Grammar

This is a foundational course in the study of the Hebrew Old Tes-
tament.  It begins with the alphabet, vowel recognition, and other 
fundamental principles.  It progresses into basic grammar and vocab-
ulary building.  A combination of inductive and deductive instruction 
is given to provide the principles requisite to the simple reading of the 
Old Testament.  An appreciation of Hebrew literature and interpreta-
tion is gained in this study.  A basic history of Semitic languages and 
the impact they have on Biblical Hebrew is attained in this course.

COURSE DESCRIPTIONS
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BIBLE LANGUAGE DEPARTMENT

BL 403 A,B GREEK SYNTAX     
Prerequisites:  Completion of BL 303 a,b -  Advanced Greek Grammar

Greek Syntax is an advanced level course in the study of the Greek of 
the New Testament which focuses on the interrelationship of Greek 
words with other Greek words and how they work together grammat-
ically.  The student will be required to take notes from the class lec-
tures and complete assignments in A Workbook for New Testament 
Syntax by Daniel B. Wallace and Grant G. Edwards.

BL 403 A,B ADVANCED HEBREW GRAMMAR
Prerequisite: BL 303, Beginning Hebrew Grammar

Extensive study of grammar continues with special emphasis on verb 
stems, prefixes, and verb endings.  Hebrew syntax will be emphasized.  
The use of Hebrew lexicons will be introduced.

BL 503 A,B GREEK EXEGESIS
Prerequisite: BL 403, Greek Syntax

This advanced course will comprise more independent study with 
each student translating and analyzing a different book of the Greek 
New Testament.  An exegetical commentary will be derived from the 
translation.  During the second semester, an introduction to the tex-
tual apparatus will be given to aid in the study of textual comparison.

BL 503 A,B HEBREW TRANSLATION/EXEGESIS
Prerequisite: BL 403, Advanced Hebrew Grammar

This course consists of extensive translation and analysis through in-
dependent study with each student preparing an exegetical commen-
tary from a different book of the Hebrew Old Testament.

COURSE DESCRIPTIONS
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BIBLE LANGUAGE DEPARTMENT

BL 553 A,B ARAMAIC GRAMMAR AND EXEGESIS
Prerequisites:  Completion of BL 503 a,b – Hebrew Exegesis

Aramaic Grammar and Exegesis is an advanced level course in the 
study of the Old Testament passages which are written in the Arama-
ic language.  The student will learn the differences in grammar and 
vocabulary between Hebrew and Aramaic.  Upon completion of the 
grammar, the student will translate, analyze, and exegete key passag-
es from the Aramaic of the Old Testament.  The student will be re-
quired to complete the assignments in the textbook/workbook in The 
Basics of Biblical Aramaic by Miles V. Van Pelt.

ENGLISH DEPARTMENT

EN 050 A,B  BASIC ENGLISH GRAMMAR

Basic English Grammar is a course which is offered to those students 
who are deficient in basic English grammar.  It is required of those 
students who do not achieve an acceptable score on the WMBI English 
Placement Exam.  It is taken for non-credit since it falls below the 
Institute or College level of instruction.  It is a study of the eight parts 
of speech and how to recognize each.  It constitutes a study of the sen-
tence and its analysis.

EN 103 A,B ENGLISH GRAMMAR
Prerequisite: Acceptable score on the WMBI English Placement Exam 
or completion of EN 050, Basic English Grammar

This course is a comprehensive study of the principles of correct 
usage of all parts of speech.  Application of these principles is given 
in oral and written exercises, including analysis, diagramming, and 
sentence structure.  The course is designed to stimulate the student to 
think and write more correctly.

COURSE DESCRIPTIONS
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HISTORY DEPARTMENT

HI 203 A,B ANCIENT HISTORY

Ancient History is a study of the natural chronology of the divisions of 
the Bible.  The time elements of the great happenings of history from 
Genesis to Revelation are pointed out and pointed up.  Stress is given 
to God’s design in dispensations.  There is a profound study made of 
God, angels, and creation.

HI 303 A,B BAPTIST HISTORY

This course is taught with the Biblical concept that Baptist churches 
originated during the personal ministry of Jesus Christ on earth, and 
have continued until the present time with an unbroken historical 
succession.  The history of these churches is studied from their origin 
to the American continent, and concluded with a study of the origin of 
the leading Baptist movements in America.

MINISTRY DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT

MD 103 A,B EVANGELISM
 
This is a study of the moral, social, and spiritual qualifications of the 
personal soul-winner.  Special study is given to the need of salvation, 
the plan of salvation, the call to service, and the reward of obedience.  
It gives the student a well-rounded program of training in the pre-
senting of the Gospel to others.  Practical field work is required in this 
course in order that evangelism will become a life-long consistent way 
of life for the student.  

MD 103 A,B FUNDAMENTALS OF SPEECH 

This course emphasizes speech materials, composition, organization, 
and delivery.  It consists of the following areas of study: the impor-
tance of oral communication, the requirements of good speech, listen-
ing and communication, a study of the principles of speech,  vocabu-
lary building, voice and diction, and a study of the use of language.

COURSE DESCRIPTIONS
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MINISTRY DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT

MD 103 A,B MINISTERIAL ETHICS/PRACTICALITIES

This is a study of standards of conduct, moral judgment, and code 
of Christian ethics pertaining to one’s profession.  It acquaints the 
student with the knowledge in his field as it relates to Biblical princi-
ples and the work of the ministry.  The course prepares the student 
to be more effective in the field of counseling and the performance of 
practical ministry.

MD 203 A,B HOMILETICS
Prerequisite: MD 103, Fundamentals of Speech

This course is a continuation of the application of principles found in 
MD 103, Fundamentals of Speech, and gives the student opportunities 
to speak before the class.  The various methods of sermonizing are 
taught with the intent to provide skills in sermon and lesson devel-
opment and delivery.  Messages are delivered before the class with 
a specific topic and purpose in mind.  Oral and written constructive 
criticism is given for further development.

MD 303 A,B MISSION DEVELOPMENT

This course will acquaint the student with situations and methods 
common to mission fields, whether domestic or foreign.  A general 
survey of missions is given from a historical and practical point of 
view.  Biblical methods regarding church planting strategies will be 
pursued.

COURSE DESCRIPTIONS
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MINISTRY DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT

MD 303 A,B CHRISTIAN COUNSELING
Prerequisite: MD 103, Ministerial Ethics, Junior Standing, or 
permission of the instructor and Academic Dean

Christian counseling acquaints the student with the knowledge in this 
field as it relates to Biblical concepts.  The course will deal with issues 
related to the emotional and spiritual health of the client/member.  
The integration of various therapies are considered in light of the Bi-
ble as the final arbiter in all matters.

MD 453 A,B ADVANCED CHRISTIAN COUNSELING
Prerequisite: MD 303, Christian Counseling

Advanced Christian Counseling is a continuation of the Christian 
Counseling class. It goes deeper into the methods of Counseling using 
the Word of God to bring healing to the lives of the counselee. 

MD 453 A,B PARLIAMENTARY LAW

This course instructs the student in the basic rules of parliamentary 
procedure as used in church business meetings, associational mes-
senger meetings, etc.  Roberts Rules of Order Newly Revised is the 
parliamentary authority used.  The student will develop skills in pre-
siding over meetings as a moderator and functioning as a parliamen-
tarian/counselor.

COURSE DESCRIPTIONS
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ADMIN & FACULTY
RUSSELL BAILEY: 

B.S. Arch, Cal Poly San Luis Obispo; ThB., ThM., Fresno Missionary 
Baptist Institute; Pastor of the Clovis Missionary Baptist Church; As-
sociate Professor of Ministry Development.

ERIC BROWN: 

B.A. Christian Ministires, The Master’s College; M.Div., Talbot School 
of Theology; Pastor of the First Missionary Baptist Church of Bellflow-
er; Professor of Bible Interpretation and Ministry Development.

DAVID M. BUTIMORE, SR.: 

Min. B., International Bible Seminary, ThB., ThM., ThD., California 
Missionary Baptist Institute & Seminary, Bellflower; A.A., Orange 
Coast College, Costa Mesa, CA; Pastor of the Highlands Missionary 
Baptist Church; Former President of FMBI; Professor of Bible Lan-
guages, Bible Interpretation, and Ministry Development.

DAVID M. BUTIMORE, JR.: 

ThB., Fresno Missionary Baptist Institute, Pastor of the Landmark 
Missionary Baptist Church of Jurupa Valley; Assistant Professor of 
Bible Languages

ALEX CERVANTES: 

ThD., Fresno Missionary Baptist Institute; Member of the First Mis-
sionary Baptist Church of Fresno; Professor of Bible Interpretation 
and Ministry Development.

LARRY CROUCH:

 ThB., California Missionary Baptist Institute & Seminary; Th M., Th 
D., Fresno Missionary Baptist Institute; Member of the Faith Mission-
ary Baptist Church of Concord; Professor of Bible Interpretation and 
History.
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TODD DORNAN: 

BBL., ThB., Missionary Baptist Seminary in Little Rock, AR; ThM., 
Fresno Missionary Baptist Institute; Pastor of the Denair Missionary 
Baptist Church; Associate Professor of Ministry Development.

KARRYANN IRIZARRY: 

C.Ed.A., ThA., Fresno Missionary Baptist Institute; Member of the 
First Missionary Baptist Church of Fresno; Assistant Professor of 
English. 

NICHOLAS LEWIS: 

ThB., ThM., Fresno Missionary Baptist Institute; Pastor of the First 
Missionary Baptist Church of Fresno; Associate Professor of Bible 
Interpretation.

DAVID LOPICCOLO, SR.: 

ThB., ThM., ThD., Fresno Missionary Baptist Institute; Pastor of the 
Landmark Missionary Baptist Church of Merced; Professor of Bible 
Interpretation and History.

LESTER MILLER: -PRESIDENT OF WMBI

ThB., ThM., ThD., California Missionary Baptist Institute; Pastor of 
the Landmark Missionary Baptist Church of Freedom; Past President 
of FMBI; Professor of Bible Interpretation.

WALTER PETREE, 2: 

ThB., ThM., ThD., Fresno Missionary Baptist Institute; Member of the 
Lifepoint Missionary Baptist Church of Redding; Professor of Bible 
Languages. 

ADMIN & FACULTY
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Western missionary baptist institute and 
the first missionary baptist church of fresno 

can be reached in the folloWing Ways:
Physical Address:

1195 E. Shepherd
Fresno, CA 93720

Mailing Address:

8839 N. Cedar #55
Fresno, CA 93720

Phone Number:

(559) 435-1195

Website:

www.westernmbi.org


